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THE DOXOLOGY OF THE SEVEN GENERALS 
OF ANTIOCH 


By YOUHANNA NESSIM YOUSSEF 


The Equestrian warriors constitute an integral part of Coptic art and 
piety!. The martyrs of Antioch, (The Basilides’ Family) this group of 
martyrs is considered as members of a legendary royal or noble family 
of Basilides. There are several genealogies included in their martyrdoms 
but without any consistancy. This group includes the martyrdoms of 
Claudius, Basilides, Apater and Iraie, Macarius, Eusebius, and in some 
texts the names of Theodore, Victor, Besamon, Justus, Apoli, Theocliea 
are added’. They are mentioned in the memento sanctorum in the Coptic 
Psalmodia®. In his study Winstedt shows that there is no fixed genealogy 
of this family*. Orlandi in the entry of the Coptic Encyclopedia used the 
word “Cycle” to denote this group. The text edited hereafter contains a 
doxology Adam” for the commemoration of the seven generals of 
Antioch. 

Our text commemorates another group of saints. 


Description of the Manuscript 


This text is included in the Manuscript Copte 69 of the Bibliothéque 
Nationale de France. We will give here in full the description of this 
manuscript by Delaporte. 
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THEOTOKIES ET DOXOLOGIES (bohairique) avec traduction arabe. 


1r-24v Psalmodie. 26r-116r Psallies et Thétokies pour les sept jours de la 
semaine. 117r-123r Cantique des Anges. 124r-149r Doxologies (TON 


Meinardus, Coptic Saints, 33-37. 

Orlandi, “Hagiography”, Copt.Enc. IV, 1191-1197. 

Youssef, “Notes on the Magma”, 111-124. 

Winstedt, Coptic Texts, I-XX VII; Horn, Untersuchungen. 

For the doxologies cf. Abd al-Masih, “Doxologies”, 97-113; “Bihairic Doxologies 
I’, 31-61 and “Bihairic Doxologies II”, 95-158. 
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Baeoc) en l’honneur de la Vierge, Michel, Gabriel, Raphaël, Souriel, les 
quatre animaux incorporels (TA NZWOYN...), les vingt-quatre vieillards, 
saint Jean-Baptiste (2), les disciples (titre: NiaawoYi), les apôtres les 
trois jeunes gens, les saints Etienne, Georges, Théodore le Stratélate, Mer- 
cure, les martyrs (titre: oYewoyTc Mm), Macaire et ses disciples, (titre: 
TIEWOYTC NNIarioc) les staurophores (titre: oyCYNArWrH NNIA- 
rioc) Elie le Thesbite, l’évangéliste Marc, la Vierge et Sévère d’ Antioche. 
149r-152v Deux professions de foi et symbole. 152v-186r Hymnes pour le 
Caréme (2), le temps de la Pentecôte etc.. 187r-231v Doxologies (ton 
4AaM) en l’honneur de la Vierge (3), Michel (2), Gabriel (2), Raphaël (2) 
Souriel, les quatre animaux (2), les vingt-quatre vieillards (2), saint Jean- 
Baptiste (2), Les Innocents (2), les apôtres, les trois jeunes gens (2), 
Etienne (2), Georges, Théodore (2) Ménas, Victor, Philothée, les sept 
Stratélates, les autres martyrs (titre: mcemi NNIMM), Macaire le Grand, 
Paul, Antoine, Jean tiKOAOBOC, Pischoi, Paul, Maxime et Domitius, 
Moyse le Noir, les quarante-neuf martyrs, Elie le Thesbite, Marc, la 
Vierge, Sévère d’ Antioche. 

2231-2371 OYCYNATOC CTYXOC AaAaM. 237r-241V Synaxe (CYNa- 
rOrH), TON AAAM. 242r-345v Explication (epMENIA) des Théotokies. 
Ms. de 348 feuillets; 25x17 Sans date. 

Ce manuscrit est coté au verso, en lettres coptes, de r [feuillets 1] à TM 
[feuillets 343]; dans la pagination Or manque; Oa et OB, OS et O@ sont 
inscrits sur un méme feuillet au recto et au verso. Dans la numérotation en 
chiffres occidentaux, un feuillet a été oublié entre 104-105. 

Chaque division est précédée d’un ornement en couleurs et, au verso du 
feuillet précédent, d’une rosace. Titres coptes, en rouge. Le texte com- 
mence par une ligne de majuscules, accompagnée d’arabesques à la marge. 
Grandes majuscules a téte d’oiseau; petites majuscules en rouge ou en noir 
rehaussé de rouge, d et S ont en général un point rouge dans la boucle. 
F. IV Saint-Germain, 50. 

Invent.: Copte 69.6 


We can add to this detailed description some notes: 
1. The page before the last one contains an Islamic formulation 


al aal dt pe 


“In the name of God the clement and merciful” 


2. The last page contains an inventory of the kitchen and these inter- 


esting comments 


irade BUS Giaa Les AL 


bal ccd dll, dll, ui du Cl ju las iatl el all 


goodly radl cory 


6 Delaporte, Catalogue, N 85, p. 70-71. 
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Tonight we will bake after diner ‘Kunafah’’ on the tray. 

The grilled chicken and the lamb strengthen the heart and support the bones 
while the salted fish and the foul weaken the bones and lead to blindness and 
deafness! 


The Text 


fol. CKA 
AIKEOC AAHEOWC Z NCTPATAATHC EYTAHIOYT EMAWW 
SEN ANTIOXIA 
IJOYCTOC Tre TTIWOPTT NEM BACIAITHC NEM EYCEBIOC 
NEM MAKAPIOC 
HES ATATIP NEM COYCENNIOC NEM GEEWAOPOC TIA- 
NATOAEOC 
NAI rap NE NIZ NAAM {TAC} EYMO2 AYEPOYWINI EMAdWW 
SEN ANTIOXIA 
NAI FAP NE NIZ NCTYAAOC ETTAXPHOYT EYTA2WOY EPa- 
TOY SEN TAYAH MITOYPO 
NAI rap NE NICŒOTIT NKAATOC ETCWTT EYPIPI EBOA 
€TOMT NKAPTTOC 
NAI rap NE NIZ MITOAEMICTHC ETXOP EMAWW SEN 
NITTOAEMOC 
SEN TEGMETOYPO 
2ITEN NIEYXH NTE MIZ NCTPATAATHC MÓC api. 


Truly and really seven generals were extremely honoured in An- 
tioch. 
Justus is the first, with Basilides, Eusebius and Macarius 
Saint ApaTer, Susennius, Theodore the Oriental 
These are the seven illuminating lamps that extremely shine in An- 
tioch 
These are the seven strong pillars established in the king’s palace 
These are the chosen branches, blossoming and brought forth fruits 
These are the mighty great warriors in wars 
They fought for (the sake of the) name of my Lord Jesus. They are 
feasting with Christ in His kingdom 
Through the prayers of the seven generals, Lord grant... 

7 A kind of sweet noodles. 


8 Quotation from the ninth part of the Sunday’s Theotokia cf. Nahdat ‘l-Kanais, 
T™XWM NTE FYAAMOTIA, 123. 
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Commentary 
I. Hagiographical Commentary 


This doxology mentions only seven generals while some members of 
this family are omitted such as: Victor son of Romanus, Claudius of 
Antioch, and Apoli (sometimes Leontius), who are mentioned in the me- 
mento sanctorum. 

Justus’, (10 Amshir) His martyrdom is known in both Sahidic!® and 
Bohairic!! dialects. This saint is not Justus who is commemorated on 
the 14 Hathor according to the Oxyrhynchus Calendar. Some oil lamps 
bear the inscription “of saint Justus”. His name occurs also in some 
prayers!?. 

Basilides: (11 Tut) We do not have any special text but his name ap- 
pears in several acts of martyrs such as the life of Eusebius. 

Eusebius!*: (23 Amshir) His martyrdom is known in Bohairic text!* 
in companionship of Claudius, ApaTer, Theodore The Oriental, and 
Justus. 

Macarius": (22 Abib) His martyrdom, attributed to Julius of Akfahs, 
is only preserved in Bohairic!®. The text belongs to the third group of the 
corpus of Julius of Akfahs, which is characterized by exaggeration". 
Most likely this text was written in the monastery of Saint Macarius at a 
very late date the author had access to several Coptic texts such as the 
acts of Victor, ApaTer and Iraie, Isidore. However Macarius’ cult is at- 
tested in a Papyrus from the VI century in the province of Aphrodito!®. 

ApaTer!”: (28 Tut) The text of his Passion is extant, both in a 
Sahidic? and Bohairic versions?! However nothing is known about his 
cult”. 

°? Orlandi, “Justus, Saint”, Copt.Enc. V, 1386-1387. 

10 Winstedt, Coptic Texts, 188-199. 

11 Evelyn White, New Coptic Texts, 78-82. 

Papaconstantinou, Le culte, 108-109. 

13 Orlandi, “Eusebius, Saint”, Copt.Enc. IV, 1069-1070. 

4 Hyvernat, Les Actes, 1-39. 

15 Orlandi, “Macarius, Saint”, Copt.Enc. V, 1489. 

16 Hyvernat, Les Actes, 40-77. 

Youssef, Recherches, 190-219; for a book review cf. Coquin et al., “Recherches”, 
145-153. 

18 Papaconstantinou, Le culte, 140. 

19 Orlandi, “Ter and Erai, Saints”, Copt.Enc. VII, 2209. 

20 Orlandi, Papiri copti, K 2563 a-l; Paris, Bibliothèque Nationale, Copte 12916 
fol. 104. 

21 Hyvernat, Les Actes. Roma, Bibiliotheca Vaticana, Copt. 63, fols. 1-65. 


2 Papaconstantinou, Le culte, 91-92 mentioned only Herai his sister, or perhaps, an- 
other Hirais of Memphis. 
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Susennius: (26 Barmudah) only few Coptic fragments of the mar- 
tyrdom of Susennios survived.” His biography is known in Greek. 
His commemoration is the 26 of Barmudah, and the following day 
27 Barmudah is the commemoration of Victor son of Romanus who is 
considered as a member of the Basilides group, while Susennios is not 
considered elsewhere in connection with this family. It seems that the 
author of this doxology had substituted the name of Victor by that 
Susennios. If this is the case then the doxology should have been com- 
posed in a late date to the Synaxarium. This saint is one of the equestrian 
saints invoked for the magical rites. There is a wall painting from 
Bawit depicting him. A lamp with an inscription “Lamp of saint Sisi- 
nios”?5, 

Theodore the Oriental: (12 Tubah) Many manuscripts both 
Bohairic?? and Sahidic? transmitted his acts. For a long time it has been 
admitted that the legend of Theodore the Oriental was a Coptic legend?”, 
however the two puns in the Coptic martyrdom demonstrates clearly that 
this text was originally written in Greek*°. In some versions, he is linked 
to the Basilides Family being the son, Basilides’s colleague, Sadrikhos 
and His mother is Patricia, Basilides’s sister*!. He is one of the popular 
saints in Egypt*?. 


The psali Adam for the memento Sanctorum mentions the Antiochene 
saints: 

TIACTACIOC® KYPI KAAYAIOC NEM IAOBEOC THAAOY 
NAIKEOC PAW! COYCENNIOC ETAqWAPI MITIBEPZEAIA 
pawl KYPI IOYTOC NEM ATIAAI NEM BEOKAIA CÉOCI TIE 
TITAIO NNAIATIOC ATTAHCI NEM GEKAA NEM ATTOAAONIOC 
TONK W IATHP MEXE TENCWTHP 61 NHPAH TEKCONI 
MAQENAK EXHMI 


23 Lemm, “Berlelia”, 499-501. Delahaye, “Les Martyrs”, 75, 103, 129, 137. 
2% Meyer, “Les rituals”, 103-104. 
Papaconstantinou, Le culte, 190. 

26 Orlandi, “Theodorus, Saint”, Copt.Enc. VIL, 2237-2238. 

27 Rom, Bibliotheca Vaticana, Copt. 66, fols. 172-98, ed. Balestri/Hyvernat, Acta 
Martyrum, 34. 

28 New York, Pierpont Morgan Library, M 586. 

29 Delahaye, “Les Martyrs”, 5-154; 299-364. 

30 Youssef, “La genèse”, 107-110. 

31 O’Leary, Saints of Egypt, 265-266. 
Attested in many documents cf. Papaconstantinou, Le culte, 96-100. 
Read mIEycCTAOHC. 
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YAONH NTE TAIKOCMOC NEM NEQAOTICMOC Aqxay NXE 
BACIAITHC TMINIQŤ NAOAHTHC DHEOY NrENNEOC TI- 
XWPI NANATOAEOC AaqEpþOPIN MITIXAOM Ben Tepw 
Nx pwm*4 


The steadfast Lord Claudius, and the righteous boy Philotheus 
Rejoice Susennios who stroke the bloodsucker, rejoice lord Justus, 
Apali and Theocleia. 

Sublime is the honours of these saints Apaese, Thecla and Apol- 
lonius 

Arise, o ApaTer, said our Saviour, take Iraie and go to Egypt 
Basilides, the great fighter detested pleasure of this World and its 
wisdom. 

The saint, noble and mighty, (Theodore) the Oriental, wore the 
crown in the flame of fire. 


The doxology Batos mentions also 


COYCENNIOC ITICTPATIAATHC NO©Oq AqwapPpl MBEPZEAIA 
TTIATIOC KYPI IOCTOC NEM ATIOAI NEM GEOKAIA 

TAIO NIBEN EONANEY A BACIAITHC AGEMTIWA MMWOY 
NEM EYCEBIOC NEM MAKAPIOC AYEPMTIWA MTAINIMT 
NOOY 

YTITTE rap A TENCWTHP CAXI NEMAK KYPI ATTATHP XE 
TWNK 61 NHPAH TEKCWNI MAWENAK ETXWPA NXHMI°O 


Susennios the general is the one who stroke down the bloodsucker; 
saint lord Justus and Apoli and Theoclia 

Basilides is worthy of all beautiful honours; and Eusebius and 
Macarius are worthy of this great glory. 

Behold for the Saviour spoke with you, lord ApaTer: “Arise and 
take Iraie, your sister and go to Egypt.” 


The doxology Batos for the Seven Martyrs, the Generals, described 
by ‘Abd al-Masih give a different list of names including: Victor, 
Claudius, ApaTer and Iraie his sister and the concluding stanza is dedi- 


cated “victorious martyrs, the seven Children of Ephesus 


2937 


Labib, TYaamoata, 525-526 

Sic. The auxilary verb should be omitted. 
Labib, TYaamoata, 527-528 

‘Abd al-Masih, “Bihairic Doxologies II”, 150. 
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II. Thematical Commentary 


Our text contains a meditation to the name of My Lord Christ 


SEN TEGMETOYPO 


They fought for my Lord Jesus’ name sake. They feast with 
Christ in His kingdom 


The meditation of “Jesus Christ name” is frequent in the daily 
psalis*®; and it goes back to the fifth century among the Egyptian 
monks’. 


HI. Iconographical Commentary 


The cult of the equestrian saints is well represented in the Coptic Art 
we can mention: 

The wall paintings of the monastery of al-Suriani: we find two eques- 
trian saints“, 

The wall paintings of the Church of Saint Antony, which were painted 
by Theodore in the years 1232-1233 AD show the following equestrian 
saints: Theodore the Anatolian (the Oriental), Claudius, Victor, 
Menas, Theodore the general; Sussinius, John of Heraclea, George, 
Phoebamon of Ausim“!. 

The church of the monastery of Martyrs near Esna, which is dated 
1129/1130 or 1179/1180 has Theodore the General, Caudius and one 
anonymous equestrian saint. 

The wall painting of the Keep of the monastery of Saint Macarius, 
which were painted by the monk Tekle the Abyssinian in the year 1517 
AD, show Basilides, Eusebios, Macarius, Justus and Apoli. 

The wall painting of the church of the monastery of Saint Paul, the 
narthex has wall painting of the equestrian saints, which are dated early 
eighteen century (1713 AD). The names of the saints are ApaTer and 


38 Lanne, “La prière”, 163-203 and reprint (1997), 307-338. 

39 Guillaumont, Monachisme chrétien, 168-183. Some ameliorations in Kasser, “La 
prière”, 407-410. 

40 Innemée/Van Rompay, “Deir al-Surian”. 

41 Bolman, Monastic Visions, 91-93. 

42 Leroy, Les peintures I, 33, 39-48. 

4 Leroy, Les peintures Il, 46-47; 113-114. 
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Iraie, Julius of Akfahs, Saint Menas, Saint James the Persian, Apa- 
Ishyrion, Isidore, saint Victor, Theodore the general, saint George. 

The wall painting of the church of the Archangel Gabriel at the mon- 
astery Naglun, we find three martyrs on horseback one of which is Saint 
Pichoshe according to the inscription the two others are anonymous, 
they may be Mercurius*® or Claudius”. 

The icon of the equestrian saints is preserved in the church of Abu 
Seifein originally had ten saints but only six are preserved i.e. Philo- 
theus, Victor, Menas, Theodore, George, and Isaak. The icon is dated 
on the basis of the art history to the thirteenth century“. 

The monastery of Bawit had a wall painting representing saint Su- 
sennios with an angel and the Bepzeaia®. 

Each one of these equestrian representations makes their own selec- 
tion by adding or omitting some saints. 


IV. Commentary on Martyrdoms 


The Book of the Churches and Monasteries attributed to Abu al- 
Makarim* mentioned among the generals of Antioch: 

ApaTer (I, fol 1:50b) Church of Shubra al-Kum from the Island of 
Bani Nasr, the Church of ApaTer the martyr, who was a vizier of 
Diocletian the Apostate, when he (ApaTer) watched the endurance of 
the martyrs and their miracles as well as their suffering for Christ, till 
martyrdom, (with a good reasoning) that led him to confess the name of 
Christ and he was beheaded by sword and received the crown of martyr- 
dom. 

Susinius (II, fol. 148b) Church of the martyr Susinius in An- 
tioch, Me (Susennius) is commemorated on the 26 of Barmudah, this 
(church) was built by Aristochus after the perdition of Diocletian the 
atheist... 


“4 Moorsel, van, “Le monastère”, 98-116. 


45 Godlewski, “Ancient Monastery”, 165. 

46 Parandowska, “Preservation”, 281. 

41 Skalova/Gabra, Icons, 184-186. 

48 Clédat, “La Nécropole”, 80; 28. 

4 Our references refer to the edition of al-Suriani, Tarikh, 4 Vol., and also Evetts/But- 
ler, Churches. For specific studies cf. al-Suriani, “Icônes”, 78. (For codicology and Com- 
position) Zanetti, “Abu L-Makarim”, 85-133. (For the Authorship and Influence) Den 
Heijer, “Composition”, 209-219. (Social study of the Delta) Martin, “Le Delta 
Chrétien”, 181-199; “Alexandrie chrétienne”, 45-49; “Chrétiens”, 83-92. Youssef, 
“Multiconfessional churches”, 45-54. 
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In Cairo, only two churches are named after Theodore while only one 
named after Apoli and Claudius”. 

Actually only Theodore has some churches named after him*! and 
only out of this list Saint Theodore has a pilgrimage site”. 

In his homily on Severus of Antioch, the bishop of Assiut John gave 
another list of martyrs, where he mentioned 


“And some of these still exist to this day: the church of lord ApaTer and 
his sister Irate which has in its midst the body of my lord Claudius the son 
of the king, Theodore the son of Basilides, which restores health to every- 
one faithfully requesting healing; and the church of my lord Isidore son of 
Panteleon and the palace of my lord, Mar Victor and the house of the mar- 
tyr,* my lord, Theodore the guardian™ of the land of Egypt, on the east 
side of the river in Bar Shutb, his father ‘s city, which is also in the vicinity 
of Assiut — he was also brought up in the city of Antioch; and the rest of 
the martyrs of the city of Antioch, whose churches in the city of Assiut 
were destroyed’. Altars were erected for them in the church of the First 
Born, not by human hand, but by the hand of the highest power in that 
great city whose altar is the True Lamb; as John, son of thunder, said in the 
Apocalypse (Rev 21:22) and as the Apostle Paul said concerning the de- 
struction of their palaces in Antioch: “For here, we have no lasting city” 
(Heb 13:14) but they had hope for the Living God who give life to all peo- 
ple.” 


Conclusion 


The author of this doxology is related to monastic circles hence we 
find the meditation to the Jesus name. The selection of saints shows that 
he was from Middle Egypt, hence we find the name Susennios com- 
memorated in Bawit, Theodore and ApaTer in Assiut. He became a 
monk in the monastery of Saint Macarius hence we find some saints of 
Lower Egypt such as Macarius, Eusebius, Basilides, where the wall 
painting of the Qasr represents the same selction. The funny notes in the 
beginning of the manuscript shows that he was in a time of poverty. 

This text shows an independent tradition from the Magma’ tradition. 
He should live around sixteenth century (the time of execution of the 
wall painting of the Qasr of Saint Macarius). 


50 Martin, “Dévotions populaires”, 313-320. 

51 Cf. al-Syriani/Habib, Guide, 4 Muna al-Amir, 50, 57, 84, 88, 98, 106, 109, 129, 
167. 

5 Viaud, Les Pèlerinage, 45, 61 and for saint Victor p. 51. 

5 Youssef, “A homily” (Forthcoming). 

5% Taking the role of the Ancient Egyptian god Khnoum, cf. Youssef, “Autres 
exemples”, 157-160. 


55 Sic. Meaning that their churches in Assiut were destroyed as well as in Antioch. 
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Appendix 
Doxologies and Psalies 

Name Synaxarium | Doxology Psali Difnar 
Basilides 11 Tut =-= === O’Leary I, p. 9 
ApaTer 28 Tut -= Philotheus 77, | O’Leary I, p. 24-25 

84 (Hermina) 
Theodore the | 12 Tubah BSAC 6(1940) 46 Philotheus O’Leary II, p. 12-14 
Oriental 370-376 

(Nicodemus) 
Justus, 10 Amshir BSAC 11(1945) 103 =-=- O’Leary II, p. 41 
Eusebius 23 Amshir — === O’Leary II, p. 52-53 
Susennius 26 Barmudah | BSAC 11(1945) 113-114 | --- O’Leary II, p. 113-114 
Macarius 22 Abib =-= === O’Leary III, p. 34 
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